
On November 12, 2019, at 7:00 P.M., the Richfield City Council held their regular 
Meeting. 
 
Mayor Charles Buttcane called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call:  Councilman Maureen Ward present, Councilman Leaven Hatch present, 
Councilman Levi Long present, Councilman Mark Whitesell present, and Mayor Charles 
Buttcane present. 
Employees in attendance were:  Maintenance Jason Brauburger and Jose Loughmiller 
maintenance and PZ President and City Clerk Lu Ann Swainston. 
 
Agenda:  Councilman Hatch made the motion to approve the agenda, 2nd by Councilman 
Ward.  Motion Carried. 
 
Guests included JUB Engineer’s Tracy Ahrens and Ivan McCracken and Mike 
Swainston. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Minutes:  Councilman Ward made the motion to waive the reading and approve the 
previous months minutes and mailed out to each councilman and mayor, 2nd by 
Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Councilman Long made the motion to waive the reading and 
approve the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Councilman Hatch.  Motion Carried. 
 
Ordinances: 
1st Reading was held on changing the legal advertising for the City of Richfield from the 
Times News to The Courier News.  Councilman Whitesell made the motion to approve 
the 1st reading, 2nd by Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
 
Water Hook-Up Fee Ordinance for new services was read for the first time.  The fee will 
increase from $1,000.00 to $1,500.00.  Councilman Hatch made the motion to approve 
the 1st reading, 2nd by Councilman Ward.  Motion Carried. 
 
Sewer Hook-up Fee Ordinance for new service was read for the first time.  The fee will 
increase from $1,000.00 to $1,500.00.  Councilman Ward made the motion to approve 
the 1st reading, 2nd by Councilman Hatch.  Motion Carried. 
 
Amended Traffic Ordinance was read for the first time with additions to the ordinance, 
by adding a section 5 of Ordinance No. 231.  No parking of vehicles, trailers, or boats on 
or off any City road when such parking obstructs the view of the driver of a vehicle on 
the road, including at all stop signs and intersections.  The term vehicle includes trailers 
of all sizes.  Also the owner of property adjoining intersections will properly trim all 
vegetation near the intersection so that such vegetation does not block the view of cross 



traffic at the intersection.  Councilman Whitesell made the motion to approve the first 
reading of the amended ordinance, 2nd by Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
The 2nd reading of the 4 ordinance will be held at the next city council meeting December 
10, 2018.  A public hearing will be held for the 2 hook-up fee ordinance in January 2019. 
 
Ivan McCracken from JUB Engineer’s discussed with the city council the LHTAC Grant 
Application for The Children Pedestrian Safety Grant (Sidewalks).  The city is looking at 
Kootenai Avenue from Main Street to Tiger Drive, Tiger Drive to Cassia Avenue and 
then along Cassia Avenue to 3rd Street.  The Grant is for $250,000.00 with an in kind 
donation from the City for $30,000.00 with a total of $280,000.00.  Ivan presented the 
draft application to the city council.  Jason has spoken with several businesses and 
residents along the route for support letters for the project.  Jason will talk with the 
Richfield Highway District about getting gravel donated for the project. 
Councilman Ward made the motion to allow Mayor Buttcane to sign the original 
application when completed before the next city council meeting, 2nd by Councilman 
Hatch.  Motion Carried.  The application must be in the Boise Office of LHTAC by the 
6th day of December, 2018.   
 
Lemhi Water Line Project:  Jason stated the water line has been complete.   It has taken 7 
attempts of chlorinating the water line for the results of E-Coli to come back absent of 
bacteria.  The city has to have 2 consecutive samples of absent of bacteria which we 
know has successfully completed.   The next step is to hook the 9 individual services to 
the new line.  Tracy Ahrens stated that he is working on the drawing of records on the 
Lemhi Avenue Water Line completion. 
 
JUB Tracy Ahrens stated that his office has not heard anything back from DEQ on the 
Sewer Reuse permit or the IPDES. 
 
Ryan & Katie Fuchs had asked the city for permission to hook into the cities sewer 
system, since it was cost prohibitive (in excessive of $12,000.00) to put in a septic system 
and drain field on their property.  Jason had contacted JUB about the lift station on Cassia 
Avenue as to whether the lift station could handle another residence.   The lift station has 
only a 1 horsepower pump and was installed in 1972.  Jason stated that they would have 
to lift with a pump their sewage to the city sewer.  Jason contacted JUB asking if they 
could discharge into the pressurized line after the lift station, therefore making them 
responsible for their own lifting or whether they are going to add to load to the existing 
lift station by dumping into it.  The discharge is a 2 inch line; they are trying to gather 
some flow information to see how much flow is in there, he stated with it having a 2 inch 
that it would be a good chance that they could tie into the city line if they had the 
appropriate fall. He stated that 2 check valves would have to be in place at the city station 
so that it can’t come back into the lift station.  There are 2 homes already in the lift 
station, one already has a lift pump from their property to the lift station the other is 
gravity fall.   
Jason stated that it was suggested by the Fuchs that a large enough diameter pipe to serve 
additional homes should be considered, they foresee the potential of other families 
building on the property west of the home now.   His concern is if we put the minimum 



size pipe in and whether they lift into our lift station or beyond our lift station and there is 
more development how many times is the city going to reopen the road and right of way?  
Jason is wondering if the city is creating a maintenance issue of maintaining all the other 
separate pressurized lines.   
Tracy did bring up the fact that if the city does upsize the lines then we will get into the 
DEQ regulations.    
Jason will talk with Ryan and tell him needs to meet with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission since the building permit was for a septic system.  Planning and Zoning 
Commission will then discuss the options with them, a meeting will have to scheduled.  
 
Christmas Light Program December 1, 2018, at 6:30 P.M. details has been finalized. 
Lights will be put on the tree this week at the New City Park.  A group of young children 
will sing to numbers during the event.  Christmas back ground music will be played from 
6:00 to 6:30 P.M.  The city will provide garbage cans to be placed at the tables where the 
donuts and hot chocolate will be.  Barricades will be placed on Main Street closing from 
Lincoln Avenue to Latah Avenue.  Joanne Branen will be bring a nativity scene to be put 
out that evening by the memorial bench for support, she was wondering if she could leave 
it up at the new city park until after Christmas.  If there is snow a group was wondering if 
they could have a snow man building contest, Councilman Ward suggested maybe it 
being done at the Big Park.  It was approved. 
 
Water Mitigation:  The final version of the mitigation plan was submitted for approval for 
the cities involved in the plan.  The City Attorney Craig Hobdey stated that he felt that 
this was the best it was going to get from the Idaho Ground Water Association and the 
Surface Water Coalition.  The agreement states that it would cost the City of Richfield 
less than $1,000.00 per year for 5 years, after the 5 years the mayor and council at that 
time will have renegotiate.  Councilman Maureen Ward made the motion to have the 
mayor sign the mitigation plan, 2nd by Councilman Levi Long and return the signed 
copies to the city attorney. Motion Carried. 
 
Blaine County Highway District has a 10 wheeler dump truck and plow for sale in the 
amount of $10,000.00.  At this time The City of Carey has the first option of purchasing 
the truck, if they do not, the City of Richfield is next for the taking.  Councilman Hatch 
made the motion to buy the truck, 2nd by Councilman Ward.  Motion Carried. 
 
Backflow Testing:  Jason stated to the council that how many in August 2018, tested their 
backflow preventers.  The number of letters that was sent out to the individuals was 21 
that included the Cities, of that only 7 had theirs tested and all passed.  Jason is asking the 
council what they want to do about the ones that did not.  According to the city ordinance 
it states that the ones that did not test would receive a letter giving those 10 days to 
comply or the water would be shut off.  Councilman Hatch made the motion to send out 
the letters, 2nd by Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
 
Snow Blower for the City:  Jason presented 2 quotes that he received from Sawtooth 
Wood Products in Bellevue, Idaho.  These snow blowers are the walk behind type.  He 
also got a quote for a power broom, light snow clearing the sidewalks the broom works 



really well.  Councilman Long stated that he had talked to several people in the Wood 
River Area and that most people recommended the broom or brush unit instead of the 
snow blower.  Councilman Hatch stated that he has a brand new snow blower for the 
Lincoln County Housing is totally against a walk behind blower the snow has to be just 
right for the snow to blow it away from the sidewalks.  He stated his idea is to purchase 
something that could be attached to the tractor, that the maintenance crew does not have 
time to walk behind a snow blower.  Mayor asked Jason to get costs for a snow blower 
and a broom to put on the tractor for the next meeting.  Jason did state that for a snow 
blower 60” pull type the cost is $5,645.00. 
 
Mike Swainston met with the city council on the extension of 1st street on the north end 
of town where Tim Wilson requested the street to be open for development of his 
property to the east of the street.  Mike removed the old fence and put in a new fence.  He 
asked the council why was a borrow pit put in right next to the fence disturbing the 
ground underneath to where the fence will not stand up in the spring.  David Guthrie with 
the Richfield Highway District was at the site grading the gravel that was placed on the 
new road, Mike asked him if he had moved the dirt and gravel back next to the fence to 
pack it along the fence and he said that he did.  Mayor asked Jason to respond to the 
question, he stated that he cut the sod out and was constructing the road to way the other 
roads in the city were done.  He stated that their never was any intent to encroach on the 
fence only to align it to what had already been established for a borrow pit.   A culvert 
was discussed to be placed on the south end to carry the waste water from the field to a 
ditch already there.  He stated by his calculations showed that the fence to south is about 
10 feet into the city right of way and the north end about 4 feet.  The city failed to mark 
the center of the road so that the fence could be aligned correctly, so the fence was 
aligned with Harvey Brauburger’s fence to the south.   
 
Mayor Buttcane stated that an employee has asked for an evaluation of the employees 
work by the Mayor and City Council.  This evaluation will be done in executive session 
individually.  Motion was made by Councilman Hatch, 2nd by Councilman Whitesell.  
Motion Carried. 
Adjourn to executive session. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Hatch to open the regular meeting after the executive 
session, 2nd by Councilman Ward.  Motion Carried. 
 
John Brooks has complained about a city employee being on his property without him 
being there or his permission.  Councilman Hatch stated that John Brooks spoke with him 
and wondered why the water had been turned on to his property when it was supposed to 
be off.  The mayor had instructed Jason to shut the water off and lock the meter because 
of the water issue, Jason did so.  Jason said that he had to excavate to the valve meaning 
that the valve had not been recently turned on.  The water meter had been turned on in 
2016, and was never asked to be shut off.  Each month it was read showing no usage until 
October 2018 when 10,300 gallons had been ran through the meter.  The meter had been 
reread 14 days later, usage was another 17,100 gallons.  John placed cattle on his 



property in September/October, the cattle may have broken the pipe causing the leak and 
had not been checked. 
 
Bills were read by the City Clerk.  Councilman Ward made the motion to pay the bills as 
read 2nd by Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
CITY ACCOUNT      WATER ACCOUNT 
 
No. 6508 Lincoln Co. Tax Collector  200.00  No. 9248 NCPERS      16.00 
No. 6509 Century Link    179.38  No. 9249 PERSI  2,199.46 
No. 6510 ITD Special Plates     23.00  No. 9250 State Tax Comm.  671.00 
No. 6511 Sweet’s     141.68  No. 9251 JUB Engineer’s 1,327.72 
No. 6512 Verizon Wireless   107.43  No. 9252 Magic Valley Lab 140.00 
No. 6513 Cintas     261.43  No. 9253 Century Link      16.00 
No. 6514 Fastenal            5.00  No. 9254 Standard Printing    97.78 
No. 6515 Valley Wide CoOp   285.10  No. 9255 H.D. Fowler    172.94 
No. 6516 Timberline Trash     61.50  No. 9256 Home Depot      44.34 
No. 6517 Zion’s Bank              1,073.84  No. 9257 Valley Wide          106.16 
No. 6518 Idaho Power Co.    968.50  No. 9258 Ferguson’s 3,266.30 
No. 6519 Courier News      58.14  No. 9259 D&B Supply      35.55 
        No. 9260 Cole Houtz      50.00 
Bank Balance 10/31/18                                         $341,615.15  No. 9261 Idaho Power Co 3,453.60 
Book Balance           $341,492.15  No. 9262 Postmaster      57.40 
Deposits                  6,604.41  No. 9263 C. Buttcane      46.17 
Expenditures                 3,464.77  No. 9264 M. Ward        8.55 
Bank Balance 11/30/18          $344,754.79  No. 9265 L. Hatch        8.55 
Check Out                      61.50  No. 9266 L. Long        8.55 
Book Balance           $344,693.29  No. 9267 M. Whitesell        8.55 
        No. 9268 McHugh Bromley   89.77 
SEWER ACCOUNT      No. 9269 J. Brauburger 2,825.23 
        No. 9270 J. Loughmiller 2,379.65 
No. 3253 Thatcher Co.   342.20   No. 9271 L. Swainston 2,817.00 
No. 3254 Industrial Electric  180.08   No. 9272 P. Riley    363.73 
No. 3255 Standard Printing    97.78   No. 9273 Blue Shield  1,785.60 
No. 3256 Magic Valley Lab  258.00 
No. 3257 Cole Houtz     50.00   Bank Balance 10/31/18$319,436.85 
No. 3258 Idaho Power Co.   764.80   Book Balance               $300,635.94 
No. 3259 USA Blue Book   200.61   Deposits                           37,331.72 
        Expenditures                    51,494.17 
B&B Balance 10/31/18         $24,442.65   Bank Balance 11/30/18$305,274.40 
Deposits                                                     33,775.50   Check Out                             261.30 
Expenditures            28,561.12   Book Balance               $305,013.10 
Bank Balance 11/30/18                           $29,657.03        
Check Out                   50.00 
Book Balance          $29,607.03   SEWER REPAIR ACCOUNT 
        B&B Balance 10/30/18$164,367.31 
        Deposits                             1,044.69 
        Expenditures                      ---------- 
        B&B Balance 11/30/17$165,412.00 
 
 
 
 
 



 
REVENUE SHARING ACCOUNT     
         
No. 1225 Craig Hobdey    250.00 
No. 1226 E. Scott Paul     75.00   WITHHOLDING ACCOUNT 
 
B&B Balance 10/30/18         $26,607.92   B&B Balance 10/30/18 $10,047.37 
Deposits               4,220.85   Deposits                3,413.92 
Expenditures                   75.00   Expenditures                      3,413.09 
Bank Balance 11/30/18         $30,753.77   B&B Balance 11/30/18 $10,048.20 
Check Out                                                      250.00 
Book Balance                                          $30,503.77 
 
 
STATE TREASURER’S FUND 
 
 
CITY ACCOUNT 
 
Balance 10/31/18                       $619,841.38 
Int. Deposit 
Balance 11/30/18 
 
 
WATER ACCOUNT 
 
Balance 10/31/18         $201,899.86 
Int. Deposit 
Balance 11/30/18 
 
 
SEWER ACCOUNT 
 
 
Balance 10/31/18        $191,114.40 
Int. Deposit 
Balance 11/30/18 
 
 
 
At 8:55 P.M., Councilman Hatch made the motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by 
Councilman Long.  Motion Carried. 
 
                                                            Meeting Adjourned 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________       _______________________________ 
Mayor Charles Buttcane                                        City Clerk Lu Ann Swainston 
 


